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The interdependence of demographics and economic activity and development has been very 

recently reminded by the annual report of the national social welfare institute (INPS), and there is 

an increasing awareness of the importance that economic downturns and demographic trends have 

in shaping societies. The “Great Recession”, i.e., the global financial, economic, and labor market 

crisis that started in 2007, came with important consequences for the socio-economic conditions of 

many Europeans (in terms of unemployment, poverty, labor market participation/position) and 

modified their family related behavior (if and when entering a union, having a(nother) child(ren), 

divorcing etc.). At the same time, the family facilitates (or inhibits) the possibilities for growth and 

shapes the impacts of adverse economic circumstances on individuals who are part of a certain 

social context. 

While the Great Recession hit all Western countries, reactions and consequences differed 

substantively according to the characteristics of the affected societies, in terms of public welfare 

provisions, the strength of family system, or the characteristics of the labor market. For instance, 

childbirth is very poverty inducing especially in Southern Europe, baring the under-protectiveness 

of the Southern European systems of family and social policies; or, again, the risks of long-term 

unemployment and its consequences vary considerably across highly or low regulated markets. A 

deeper understanding of the interplay between economic situations, poverty, labor market position 

and family life courses is crucial for those countries – such as Italy, Spain, Germany - where the 

family has traditionally been one of the most important welfare providers, and where the current 

changes may deeply transform it, and, possibly, undermine its solidity and stability.  

This session welcomes empirical contributions (in Italian or English) on the relationships between 

changing economic circumstances, poverty, labor market position and family life courses. Priority 

will be given to papers centered on the following cross-cutting dimensions: 

• Context. European countries and, partly, regions are characterized by very different welfare 

states, public policies, gender regimes and labour market structures and regulations. These 

shape socio-economic and demographic outcomes during an economic recession. 

Comparative papers will help to highlight the role of the institutional context in shaping the 

relation between economic conditions, social positions and the family. We welcome 

comparative papers (over time and space). 

• Cumulative contingencies. From a life course perspective, an individual’s life course should 

not be considered as an arbitrary chain of events: positions and transitions today, depend on 

previous circumstances leading to patterns of path dependency. Advantages and 

disadvantage thus might accumulate over the life course, within the family, by concentrating 

on specific social groups. We welcome papers investigating how disadvantages in the areas 

of family relations/events, labor market position, economic conditions tend to accumulate 

(or not).  

 


